UNDERSTANDING THE POPULATION OF
PEOPLE WITH FREQUENT JAIL CONTACT
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PopuLATION EXPERIENCING

HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

The Harris Center for Mental Health and IDD in Harris County offers a
wide range of services to both people injail and people in the community,
including the Mental Health Jail Diversion Program. This program offers
a community-based alternative to incarceration for people with mental
illness who have been charged with low-level, non-violent offenses,
providing treatment that could help prevent them from cycling in and
out of jail. The Mental Health Jail Diversion Program is at Intercept 1 of
the Sequential Intercept Model (SIM).
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“It is a big struggle. KEY FINDINGS
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» The percentage of bookings with a mental health flag among people
with frequent jail contact increased following the implementation of
the Mental Health Jail Diversion Program.

» Average length of stay decreased following the implementation of
the Mental Health Jail Diversion Program.
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